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November 22, 2019

Warm hellos to you dear brethren, co-workers, and spiritual family here on the Coast of the
Gulf of Mexico, and scattered children of God.

My wife and | pray and hope this finds you all doing well, and that again your week has been
blessed!
A Call to Repentance and Turning toward God continued...

Last Friday evening in my weekly Sabbath note, we concluded with the words that God had
given to Jeremiah, (written down by Baruch and were being read by a man named Jehudi to
King Jehoiakim). "It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the adversities which | purpose
to bring upon them, that everyone may turn from his evil way that | may forgive their iniquity
and their sin.”

At this time of year, there is flurry of activity as our nation scurries around buying gifts and
laying the ground work for a holiday that will be upon us in less than a month. These recorded
words in God’s Word shed some important light for all to consider.

Let’s continue with the story, "Now the king was sitting in the winter house in the ninth month,
with a fire burning on the hearth before him. And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or
four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe's knife and cast it into the fire that was on the
hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth." (Jeremiah 36:22-
23)

This was an outright disrespectful, careless, and rebellious action! Instead of fearing the Lord
and humbling himself, he and his closest servants disregarded the warning contained in the
words of the scroll. "Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear their garments, the king nor any
of his servants who heard all these words." (v.24) Interesting that three men implored the king
to not burn the scroll (v.25). They are to be commended for their courage.

To add injury to insult (if we may reverse the often quoted saying) the king ordered some of his
men "to seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet, but the Lord hid them." (v.26)

There is very big lesson here. Men cannot destroy what God intends to preserve.



He told Jeremiah to write down on another scroll the words that were written on the scroll the
king had burned (v.27-28) and He even added to them (v.32). God gave the inspiration to
Jeremiah to remember those words.

Then the Lord told Jeremiah to bring the message to King Jehoiakim, that the king of Babylon
would come and destroy the land and remove the people. The calamity described in detail in
that scroll would come upon them. Jehoiakim would be singled out for an ignominious death
and his family and servants would be punished severely for their failure to heed the words.

| have to wonder if we as a nation realize that thumbing our noses at God and not heeding His
warning will bring similar consequences.

We then read in 2 Chronicles 36:6, "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him and
bound him in chains to carry him to Babylon." "And the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his
abominations which he did, and that which was found in him, behold, they are written in the
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah." (2 Chronicles 36:8)

Jeremiah had earlier recorded God's judgment concerning Jehoiakim. "He shall be buried with
the burial of a donkey, dragged and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem." (Jeremiah 22:19)
It appears that the account in Jeremiah 36 shows God offering Jehoiakim one more chance to
repent and turn the nation around.

What’s encouraging is that our great God is a merciful and compassionate, willing to change His
mind about punishments and calamities He has pronounced if those to be affected will humble
themselves, hear, fear, and then turn from their iniquity and make the changes God has shown.

This is the message in the famous "Watchman Chapter." "Say to them: 'As | live,' says the Lord
GOD, 'l have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and
live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'" (Ezekiel 33:11)

The Lord goes on to speak through Ezekiel, "Again, when | say to the wicked, 'You shall surely
die," if he turns from his sin and does what is lawful and right . . . he shall surely live; he shall not
die." (Ezekiel 33:14-15)

God is giving that same message today to the leaders and people of modern day Israel? Will
they heed?



John also in his gospel records some events that took place during the ninth month at the time
of "the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter." (John 10:22) We’ll look at those
more closely next Friday evening...and as | close this letter, as | do every Friday, as we enter His
Sabbath...reflect on this evening’s letter with me, will you?

May God continue to richly bless you. Our prayers and thoughts are with you daily. Please do
pray for us as well.

-Scott Hoefker (Pastor and wife (Gayle) The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast)

The schedule for this week’s Sabbath is:

November 22" / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

November 23" / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in
Montgomery (All others are welcomed and encouraged to connect live to Worship Services via
our normal phone conference). There will be no local services in Spanish Fort as the Hoefkers
are traveling and visiting the Christian Church of God in Pearl, MS.

November 23 / Saturday: Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30 pm from
Montgomery. (Connecting live with all via telephone conference).

Next Sabbath’s Schedule:

November 29" / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

November 30%" / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services 10:15 a.m., with local services
held in Montgomery and Spanish Fort. (All are welcome and encouraged to connect live to
Worship Services from Montgomery via our normal phone conference).

November 30 / Saturday: Sabbath Fellowship (interactive Bible Discussion) 3:30 pm from
Montgomery (connect live to all others via telephone conference).

Telephone Ministry (English): Call 1-712-770-4700; then, when asked, enter Code 112165 # to join.
(Note: All callers are muted and must press *6 to comment and *6 to resume mute.)
All times are listed in Central Standard Time zone.

Our Daily Bread Recordings




Sunday through Saturday / Our Daily Bread [listen anytime 24/7 to a recorded 15 minute

message] Call 1-712-770-4709 (note this call in number is different and ends in “9”), then when asked,
enter code 112165# [reference code numbers are on “Spiritual Fellowship Opportunities” on

this website http://www.tlgministriesgc.org or at “Resources/Archives” on http://www.haggaill4.net]

Daily Fellowship Opportunities

Sunday — Friday / Morning Sacrifice (Prayers & Scripture Reading) at 6:00 a.m.

Sundays / History & Background of the Gospels (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Scott &

Friends]

Mondays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

Almond Branch Fellowship at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) (Stephen & Friends)

Tuesdays / Haggai Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) [Stephen &

Friends]

Wednesdays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

1st & 3rd Wednesday / Sons of God Fellowship (Young men training) at 6:30 p.m. [Stephen
& Friends]

2nd & 4th Wednesday / Lydian’s Fellowship (Ladies) at 6:30 p.m. [Esther/Gayle/Laura & Friends]
Thursdays / Mt. Carmel Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Hoefkers & Friends]

Scott Hoefker, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast

(Ministerio del Dios Viviente Costa del Golfo de México)
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www.tlgministriesgc.org

251-930-1797 Office /402-250-2389 Cell

Stephen Glover, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Alabama
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