The Living God Ministries, Inc.
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No One Knows Exactly When He’s Coming, So...

Warm hellos to you dear brethren, co-workers, and spiritual family here on the Coast of the
Gulf of Mexico, and scattered children of God from our offices here in Spanish Fort.

| use the word “warm” in an amicable or cordial way, but this time of year here in the U.S. many
are not “warm” temperature wise. It is still winter for a good part of North America.

We'll soon be entering the shortest month on the Roman calendar. | hope it won't seem like the
longest month to many of God’s family in enduring cold winter weather!

In my last Friday evening pastor’s letter we read the instructions by Jesus to His disciples about

I”

“praying that their flight from Jerusalem would not take place during the winter

Judea normally didn’t and doesn’t experience below zero Fahrenheit temperatures, although
the winters can be relatively cold and often rainy. Let’s look a little closer at what Jesus said. It
seems to indicate that the timing of some of the events at the end of the age are not set in
concrete. This fits in with the precise instructions for you and me to be vigilant and watching!

We had looked at the possibility last week about whether the destruction of a future Temple
would take place on the same date as the destruction of the Temple of Solomon and the
Herodian Temple. It’s possible with the variable being when the armies show up and surround
Jerusalem taking action. The recorded events that accumulated to the destruction in 70 A.D.
took some time.

Matthew's account of the Olivet Prophecy also records the warnings made by Jesus about
deceivers, deception, and signs and wonders. (Matthew 24:24) It’s a fascinating study. The
actions of the false prophet come readily to mind. "He performs great signs, so that he even
makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those
who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast . . ."
(Revelation 13:13-14)

Jesus also clearly cautioned about being taken in by any claiming that Christ had come when He
did not yet come. (Matthew 23:23).

My experience over the decades, is that we have seen many, even those observing the Sabbath,
claiming to have an exact date when Christ would come. I've met several who claimed to be



one of the two witnesses. Sadly, | even met a person once who stated “l am both of the two
witnesses”.

In Matthew 24:23-26 Jesus said, regarding "that day and hour" of His coming, that "no one
knows."

We understand that the Festival of Trumpets anticipates the blowing of seven trumpets that
culminate with Christ's return to the earth and the resurrection of the saints. (Mt 24:30-31;
1Thes 4:16) We're not told exactly when the first trumpet will sound and when the seventh
trumpet will sound. It appears that the first trumpet will sound on the Festival of Trumpets, but
no one knows exactly when the seventh trumpet will sound. This would harmonize with the
typology of the Feast of Trumpets and not knowing the day of Christ's coming.

Matthew 24 gives examples of life continuing on as it always has and the surprise
circumstances of Christ's return. "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not
know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man
be. (Matthew 24:38-39)

We as human beings adjust and adapt to trying circumstances and simply often just go on living
our lives the best we can. If we are not careful we can become complacent and think “the Lord

delays His coming”. Jesus states twice more "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour

your Lord is coming." (Mt 24:42, 44).

In verse 44 Jesus directs His comments to His disciples, "Therefore you also be ready." Jesus
goes on to encourage His disciples to be mindful of and focus on the needs of others and not
give in to cynicism and self-indulgence. The duality of His disciples is clear, it applies to you and
me as well.

There will be surprises! If Christ’s disciples know the Scriptures, searching them daily and often,
and are discerning of the events around them, it appears that they can make a move to safety
before it is too late.

It’s important to remember that a number of details need to be in place as to know we are
close to that time. We shouldn't look to just one event. Over the years too many have done
such.

Christ did say that the disciples who are watching and discerning will know when Christ's return
is near. "So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near--at the doors!
Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take



place." (Matthew 24:33-34) The word "near" is connected to a "generation" - not to a day or an
hour.

It would be unwise to sound an alarm prematurely of some exact day or hour and be accused of
being some type of false prophet or if you remember the story of "Chicken Little". However to
ignore what scripture says would be foolish indeed. The principle is to watch, and examine our
lives and be alert!

We should watch geopolitical world conditions. But ever so more importantly, you and | need
to be watching and carefully assessing our spiritual condition. As | mentioned last time, “...Jesus
gives some warnings and prodding to be alert to what is happening around us in an increasingly
troubled and dangerous world. Luke 21:36 admonishes us to be carefully watching world
events, but even more importantly our own spiritual condition with our Creator.”

May God bless and encourage you on His upcoming Sabbath, and | wish you good health.
Our prayers and thoughts are with you daily. Please do pray for us as well.

-Scott Hoefker
(Pastor, The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast)

The schedule for this week’s Sabbath is:

January 17t / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

January 18t / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in
Montgomery and Spanish Fort at our normal 10:15 a.m. (with phone conference connection
available from Montgomery and Live Webcast from Spanish Fort). A noon “potluck” meal will
be enjoyed and shared in in Spanish Fort shortly after worship services.

January 18t / Saturday: Malachi 3:16 Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30
pm from Montgomery. (Connecting live with all via telephone conference).

Next Sabbath’s Schedule:

January 24t / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

January 25t / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in
Montgomery and Spanish Fort (All are welcomed and encouraged to connect live to Worship
Services via our normal phone conference from Montgomery or Live Webcast from Spanish



Fort). There will be a pot-luck noon meal in Spanish Fort shortly after Worship Services are
finished.

January 25t/ Saturday: Malachi 3:16 Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30
pm from Spanish Fort. (Connecting live with all via telephone conference).

Telephone Ministry (English): Call 1-712-770-4700; then, when asked, enter Code 112165 # to join.
(Note: All callers are muted and must press *6 to comment and *6 to resume mute.)
All times are listed in Central Standard Time zone.

Our Daily Bread Recordings

Sunday through Saturday / Our Daily Bread [listen anytime 24/7 to a recorded 15 minute

message] Call 1-712-770-4709 (note this call in number is different and ends in “9”), then when asked,
enter code 112165# [reference code numbers are on “Spiritual Fellowship Opportunities” on

this website http://www.tlgministriesgc.org or at “Resources/Archives” on http://www.haggaill4.net]

Daily Fellowship Opportunities

Sunday — Friday / Morning Sacrifice (Prayers & Scripture Reading) at 6:00 a.m.

Sundays / History & Background of the Gospels (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Scott &

Friends]

Mondays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

Almond Branch Fellowship at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) (Stephen & Friends)

Tuesdays / Haggai Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) [Stephen &

Friends]

Wednesdays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

1st & 3rd Wednesday / Sons of God Fellowship (Young men training) at 6:30 p.m. [Stephen
& Friends]

2nd & 4th Wednesday / Lydian’s Fellowship (Ladies) at 6:30 p.m. [Esther/Gayle/Laura & Friends]
Thursdays / Mt. Carmel Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Hoefkers & Friends]
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