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April 10, 2020

Are We There Yet?

Warm hellos to you dear brethren, co-workers, and spiritual family on the Coast of the Gulf of
Mexico and scattered children of God, from our offices here in Spanish Fort.

The last couple of Friday evenings we’ve been discussing both the Passover and the Night to Be
Much Observed. We examined the separate celebrations of the Abib 14 Passover at twilight,
and the departure of the Israelites beginning at twilight of Abib 15 - during the night we have
termed the “Night to Be Much Observed” all based on scripture. This NTBMO was to be
commemorated in the future at the Temple in Jerusalem with feasting on roasted sheep, cattle,
unleavened bread, and other items, to remember the night the tribes of Israel were freed from
Egypt and began their trek to the promised land of Canaan.

The Israelites continued in their march away from Egypt to their first stopover as the night of
Abib 15 gave way to the daylight portion of the day. "Then the children of Israel journeyed from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides children." (Exodus 12:37)
Logistically, that would be quite a site at any time in history!

As they rested briefly at their first stopping point, they took some nourishment in keeping with
the celebration of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. "And they baked unleavened cakes of the
dough which they had brought out of Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven
out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared provisions for themselves." (Exodus
12:39)

Did they cook the dough over an open fire or on some kind of stick? Did they have some kind of
griddle on which they cooked the dough for a flat cake? Interestingly enough, they all came to
the location and assembled together on that first holy day. We can also only imagine the
conversations that took place around those campfires!

It may be that their stopover at Succoth was somewhat brief and they then quickly continued
on their way after having something to eat. The Lord Himself was guiding, directing and leading
their journey. "And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by
night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night." (Exodus 13:21) This



indicates that they continued to travel part of the time during the night as well as during the
day.

Growing up | can remember when traveling to both the spring and fall Holy Days, we would
often ask “Are we there yet?”

So, how far did they get by the end of the seven days of Unleavened Bread? There are Jewish
traditions that claim that the Israelites crossed the Red Sea during the seventh day of
Unleavened Bread. The Scriptures don’t specifically confirm this. But, is it possible that they
crossed the Red Sea at Gulf of Aqaba, (likely at the site of Nuweiba) on the Western shore of
the Gulf? There is quite a bit of evidence to support this assertion. Could the Israelites have
arrived at this location by the last day of Unleavened Bread? With the number of people and
animals involved, as well narrow condition of some of the roads they would have traveled on, it
leaves some unanswered questions. The Scriptures don’t require that the Israelites crossed the
Red Sea on the last day of the Feast.

It is very possible that the way (or road) that God led Israel took them through the wilderness
between the two arms of the Red Sea. "So God led the people around by way of the wilderness
of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt."
(Exodus 13:18)

Why even ask these questions you might ask?

We have just celebrated our deliverance by the blood of the Lamb and then our departure from
“spiritual Egypt”. We observed as commanded the First Day of Unleavened Bread yesterday,
and now we are observing these next 6 days of Unleavened Bread. The living God continues to
lead you and me through a spiritual wilderness where we encounter trials, challenges and
hardships. We go through these experiences "to humble you and test you, to know what was in
your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.” (Deuteronomy 8:2)

During these seven days of Unleavened Bread we are to eat this bread each of the seven days
(Exodus 13:6) and recognized the meaning of "It shall be as a sign to you on your hand and as a
memorial between your eyes, that the Lord's law may be in your mouth; for with a strong hand
the Lord has brought you out of Egypt." (Exodus 13:9)

It is important we daily study, reflect on, and live God’s words as we move forward.



From the communication and reports I’'m receiving it sounds like all had a spiritually uplifting
and nourishing celebration so far! | know my wife and | sure have here in Spanish Fort.

May you have a faith-filled and awe-inspiring Sabbath and upcoming Last Day of Unleavened
Bread! Each day, removing sin, by and allowing Christ to live in us, must continue to be our
focus, and in spite of all we see in this world right now, we must not take our mind or thoughts
off of God and His plan and promises!

Arms up friends! Our prayers and thoughts are with you daily. Please do pray for us as well.

Scott Hoefker
(Pastor, The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast)

The schedule for this Sabbath is:

April 10t / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

April 11" / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in
Montgomery and Spanish Fort at our normal 10:15 a.m. (with phone conference connection
available from Montgomery and Live Webcast from Spanish Fort). A noon “potluck” meal will
be enjoyed and shared with a small group in Spanish Fort shortly after worship services.

April 11t / Saturday: Malachi 3:16 Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30 pm
from Montgomery. (Connecting live with all via telephone conference).

Telephone Ministry (English): Call 1-712-770-4700; then, when asked, enter Code 112165 # to join.

(Note: All callers are muted and must press *6 to comment and *6 to resume mute.)
All times are listed in Central Standard Time zone.

Our Daily Bread Recordings

Sunday through Saturday / Our Daily Bread [listen anytime 24/7 to a recorded 15 minute

message] Call 1-712-770-4709 (note this call in number is different and ends in “9”), then when asked,
enter code 112165# [reference code numbers are on “Spiritual Fellowship Opportunities” on

this website http://www.tlgministriesgc.org or at “Resources/Archives” on http://www.haggaill4.net]



http://www.tlgministriesgc.org/
http://www.haggai114.net/

Daily Fellowship Opportunities

Sunday — Friday / Morning Sacrifice (Prayers & Scripture Reading) at 6:00 a.m.

Sundays / The Minor Prophets (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Whit, Logan & Friends]

Mondays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

Almond Branch Fellowship at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) (Stephen & Friends)

Tuesdays / Haggai Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) [Stephen & Friends]

Wednesdays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

1st & 3rd Wednesday / Sons of God Fellowship (Young men training) at 6:30 p.m. [Stephen & Friends]
2nd & 4th Wednesday / Lydian’s Fellowship (Ladies) at 6:30 p.m. [Esther/Gayle/Laura & Friends]
Thursdays / Mt. Carmel Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Scott & Friends]

Scott Hoefker, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast

(Ministerio del Dios Viviente Costa del Golfo de México)
tshoefker@tlgministriesgc.org
www.tlgministriesgc.org

251-930-1797 Office /402-250-2389 Cell

Stephen Glover, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Alabama
faith_book.net@reagan.com
http://haggaill4.net/
334-467-2677 Cell
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