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April 24, 2020

How’d We Come to That?

Warm hellos to you dear brethren, co-workers, and spiritual family on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico and scattered children of God, from our offices here in Spanish Fort.

Over the years, the question often arises, worded generally something like this. “How’d We Come to
That?” or “Why Do We Observe these Days on this Specific Date?”

Last Friday evening we commenced to examine the determining the timing of the “Feast of Weeks” or
Pentecost. This subject has involved a fair amount of controversy over the decades. We concluded that
the wave sheaf was to be offered "on the day after the Sabbath" (Lev. 23:11) or on the first day of the
week.

Some more history to review. The children of Israel were instructed to bring a sheaf of the first grain
harvest to the priest before they completed the rest of the harvest they had sown. In the Middle East,
this grain would be the barley harvest that began to ripen during the month of Abib. The word
translated "sheaf" is the Hebrew word omer. It refers to what a harvester would have in his hand after
cutting a “swath of grain”. Bible references show that it measured approximately 2 quarts.

The priest was instructed to take the omer brought to him and wave it in the air to be accepted "on their
behalf" on the day after the Sabbath. The word here is shabbath in Hebrew, and is the same word used
for the seventh day weekly Sabbath in the first part of Leviticus 23. Logic would imply that this Sabbath,
after which the sheaf of grain was waived, is a weekly Sabbath associated with the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. Thus the Wave sheaf day was not on a fixed date of the month as some believe.

A challenge arises when the fourteenth of Nisan (Abib) falls on a weekly Sabbath. In this case the First
Day of Unleavened Bread would be observed on Sunday (Nisan 15). Under the Old Covenant, sacrifices
were offered every Sabbath. Jews circumcised their sons on the eighth day even if that eighth day was a
Sabbath. There is no reason to suppose that the Passover sacrifice would not have been offered on the
fourteenth of Nisan even when that date fell on a weekly Sabbath.

If the Passover fell on the weekly Sabbath, then the people would have already removed the leavening
from their homes, (since removing the leavening would constitute work). This actual possibility indicates
the season for counting Pentecost correctly begins with the fourteenth of Nisan, the day of the paschal
sacrifice. Neither the Pharisees nor the Sadducees acknowledged this principle. The Sadducees objected
to the fact that the Pharisees believed that the Wave sheaf offering could occur on a day other than
Sunday (the morrow after the Sabbath). The Pharisees objected to the fact that, on occasion, the



Sadducees would offer the Wave sheaf outside of the Days of Unleavened Bread.

Beginning the season on Passover day best harmonizes the scriptures. This approach assures that the
Wave sheaf is always offered on Sunday and that it is always offered within the Days of Unleavened
Bread. This understanding requires that if the first Holy Day of Unleavened bread is a Sunday, it will also
be the day of the Wave sheaf offering.

There has unfortunately been controversy over the decades in interpreting the instructions in Leviticus
23:15-16, "And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath . .. 'Count fifty days to the
day after the seventh Sabbath." The count was to be "from" a specific date "to" another specific date,
with a set period of time in between. An analysis of the Hebrew expression "from the morrow" (AV) will
provide a better understanding of how the count was to proceed. According to Strong's this word
mochorath is used 32 times in the King James Version of the Old Testament. 29 times it is translated
"morrow" and 28 of them contain the preposition mi in front of the word.

The overwhelming evidence is in favor of beginning the count on the morrow after the weekly Sabbath.
But when it (the Hebrew 'mi' or 'min') is translated as 'from' (instead of on) and is used in conjunction
with the element of time, it is always used inclusively, and never exclusively.' This being true -- that is, in
the Hebrew, when in relation to time, it (mi) should never be translated into the English 'from,' but
'beginning on.' Therefore the count begins on the day after the Sabbath not two days after it...

Let us continue to be about diligently studying the Bible, drawing close to God through prayer,
and not just assuming we know everything, or remember it all when it comes to God’s Word.
I’'ve found that sometimes decades can go by where we simply don’t go back and review what
God’s Word instructs us. Some of these things we discuss from time to time are technical, but
hopefully helpful as to why we as God’s children do what we do.

Arms up friends! Our prayers and thoughts are with you daily. Please do pray for us as well.

Scott Hoefker
(Pastor, The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast)

The schedule for this Sabbath is:

April 24 / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
Teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

April 25t / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in
Montgomery and Spanish Fort at our normal 10:15 a.m. (with phone conference connection
available from Montgomery and Live Webcast from Spanish Fort). A noon “potluck” meal will
be enjoyed and shared with a small group in Spanish Fort shortly after worship services.



April 25t / Saturday: Malachi 3:16 Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30 pm
from Montgomery. (Connecting live with all via telephone conference).

Telephone Ministry (English): Call 1-712-770-4700; then, when asked, enter Code 112165 # to join.
(Note: All callers are muted and must press *6 to comment and *6 to resume mute.)

All times are listed in Central Standard Time zone.

Our Daily Bread Recordings

Sunday through Saturday / Our Daily Bread [listen anytime 24/7 to a recorded 15 minute

message] Call 1-712-770-4709 (note this call in number is different and ends in “9”), then when asked,
enter code 112165# [reference code numbers are on “Spiritual Fellowship Opportunities” on

this website http://www.tlgministriesgc.org or at “Resources/Archives” on http://www.haggaill4.net]

Daily Fellowship Opportunities

Sunday — Friday / Morning Sacrifice (Prayers & Scripture Reading) at 6:00 a.m.

Sundays / The Minor Prophets (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Whit, Logan & Friends]

Mondays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

Almond Branch Fellowship at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) (Stephen & Friends)

Tuesdays / Haggai Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) [Stephen & Friends]

Wednesdays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

1st & 3rd Wednesday / Sons of God Fellowship (Young men training) at 6:30 p.m. [Stephen & Friends]
2nd & 4th Wednesday / Lydian’s Fellowship (Ladies) at 6:30 p.m. [Esther/Gayle/Laura & Friends]
Thursdays / Mt. Carmel Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Scott & Friends]

Scott Hoefker, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast

(Ministerio del Dios Viviente Costa del Golfo de México)
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www.tlgministriesgc.org
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Stephen Glover, Pastor

The Living God Ministries Alabama
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