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July 31, 2020
Physical Death...is Not the End!

Warm hellos to you dear brethren, co-workers, spiritual family on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico, and scattered children of God, from our offices here in Spanish Fort, AL.

My wife and | pray and hope this finds you all doing well, and that again your week has been
blessed. | hope you are doing well and coping successfully with life's challenges.

| so appreciate the many emails received from those of you who are convey to me that “you are
blessed from this ministry, and share it with others”. Our YouTube channel, Facebook page and
various evening fellowships that you share do reach many for a first time. God continues to call
those who are seeking Him and listening. The Kingdom of God is very real, and we must be
about sharing that news!

Earlier in the week, while returning from dropping our children and granddaughter off at the
Pensacola airport, we had a hair raising incident. It had been raining quite heavily off and on
while on our way to the airport. Returning, although not raining, the ground was still wet.
When we entered an entrance ramp to the interstate, we began to slide, as if someone had
spilled oil or gasoline onto the roadway which mixed with the water. It was not hydroplaning,
having experienced that before.

Once my arms settled down and stopped shaking, having gained control of the vehicle, and
thanking God for His protection, my mind quickly reverted back to an incident in 2014 in
Charlotte, NC where | pastored at that time. Below is parts of a letter | wrote to the brethren
we served at that time. It’s still as applicable today as it was then.

“Two weeks ago on Friday | was involved in a car accident. | am still working through the pain
and related issues, even as | write. My wrists hurt the most, and it is difficult to type. I'm
gradually able to sleep a bit longer at night as | heal.

| know some of you have some health challenges that cause pain and discomfort and disability
that affect the quality of your life. For most of us, aging does take a toll as our bodies wear out
and we become more vulnerable to various stresses and circumstances.



I’'ve pondered what would have happened if Adam and Eve had partaken of the tree of life?
Would they have continued living forever as human beings? Did partaking of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil somehow change their physical bodies and vulnerability to aging?

We can take note of the long life spans of pre-Flood man. "So all the days of Methuselah were
nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died." (Genesis 5:27) Following the Flood, the life
spans of humans rapidly declined. "The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of
strength they are eighty years . . ." (Psalm 90:10) Various theories have been proposed to
explain this, such as the blocking of harmful rays by the water canopy that was in place before
the Flood or the presence of a higher Oxygen content of the pre-Flood atmosphere. We simply
don't know for sure.

I've looked at the question of whether man could live forever as a physical human being by
examining the effect of the Third Law of Thermodynamics.

Physical systems deteriorate from a higher energy level to a lower energy level over time. It
may take a very long time, but the sun and other stars will eventually burn out. The speed of
rotation of the Earth will eventually slow. | see this law impacting the life spans of physical
beings such as man and animals. No matter how well one takes care of his health he or she will
eventually age and die. The Book of Hebrews tells us "And as it is appointed for men to die once,
but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27) Death is the natural result of being human, and
being subject to the effects of aging, accident and disease.

The apostle Paul writes, "For the wages of sin is death . . ." (Romans 6:23) However, we should
note carefully, that this death is not the natural death that takes place because we are limited
physical human beings with a limited life span. This death that sin brings is the second or
eternal death. That is why sin is so serious and has such sobering consequences.

The good news is, our loving and gracious and merciful God has provided a way to escape this
eternal death sentence! The last half of Romans 6:23 states "but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord." Jesus gave up His past eternal life and remained dead for three days and
three nights. (Philippians 2:6-8; Romans 5:6, 8; Mark 8:31; 1 Corinthians 15:3) He paid the
death penalty that we and all humans have incurred.

For the majority of mankind their time of judgment will be in the future after they die physically
and are resurrected as referred to in Hebrews 9:27.

A good question to ask is what's the difference between judgment and sentencing? Judgment is



part of an ongoing process. God is in the process of judging Christians today (1 Peter 4:17).

Drawing a parallel with human courts, judgment involves the gathering of evidence, weighing
or evaluating that evidence and the passing of a final sentence. Anyone, living or dead, whose
mind God did not open to spiritual understanding hasn't really begun the judgment process
that ends with a decision (sentence) of eternal life or of eternal death (not eternal torment in
an ever-burning hell fire which many believe, and simply is not in the Bible).

Of those to be brought to life in the second resurrection, Jesus said it would be "more
tolerable" for some than for others (Matthew 10:15). If God resurrects these people only to
sentence them to death, Christ's comments wouldn't make any sense.

If all were to die the second death, judgment would not be "more tolerable" for one than for
another. But clearly, their judgment is incomplete, and hence, God brings them back to
‘physical life’.

Revelation 20 summarizes this process. "And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before
God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books."
(v.12) The books of the Bible are opened to their understanding and to be used as the basis for
teaching God's standards of righteous behavior. Many will come to repentance and willingly
participate in the process of judgment which will culminate in many names added to the Book
of Life and being given eternal life.

The “resurrection chapter” explains the limitations of this physical body. "So also is the
resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body." (1
Corinthians 15:42-44)

You and | so look forward to that spiritual and spirit composed body that will be like that of
Jesus, the firstborn from the dead! (1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:5) We'll then live forever and that
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old enemy “death” will be defeated! God speed that day

Please don’t get discouraged by all that is going on around us. These physical things will pass
away. These bodies won’t last forever. But that’s not the end of the story.

Let’s you and | stay strong, vigilant, and spiritually focused on the God who has called us,



allowing Him to live in us, looking forward to that coming Kingdom of God! And, it IS coming!
That is a promise.

Arms up friends! Our prayers and thoughts are with you daily. Please do pray for us as well.

-Scott Hoefker
(Pastor, The Living God Ministries Gulf Coast)

The schedule for this Sabbath is:

July 31%t / Friday: Evening Praise Sacrifice to welcome God’s Sabbath - 6:30 pm (via
teleconference live connect with Stephen Glover and Friends.)

August 1%t / Saturday: Spirit and Truth Worship Services - 10:15 am, with services held in both
Montgomery and Spanish Fort at our normal 10:15 a.m. (with phone conference connection
available from Montgomery and Live Webcast from Spanish Fort). A noon “potluck” meal will
be enjoyed and shared in Spanish Fort shortly after worship services.

August 1% / Saturday: Malachi 3:16 Sabbath Fellowship (Interactive Bible Discussion) - 3:30 pm
from Montgomery. (Connecting live with all via phone conference).

Telephone Ministry (English): Call 1-712-770-4700; then, when asked, enter Code 112165 # to join.

(Note: All callers are muted and must press *6 to comment and *6 to resume mute.)
All times are listed in Central Standard Time zone.

Our Daily Bread Recordings

Sunday through Saturday / Our Daily Bread [listen anytime 24/7 to a recorded 15 minute

message] Call 1-712-770-4709 (note this call in number is different and ends in “9”), then when asked,
enter code 112165# [reference code numbers are on “Spiritual Fellowship Opportunities” on

this website http://www.tlgministriesgc.org or at “Resources/Archives” on http://www.haggaill4.net]

Daily Fellowship Opportunities

Sunday — Friday / Morning Sacrifice (Prayers & Scripture Reading) at 6:00 a.m.

Sundays / The Minor Prophets (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Whit, Logan & Friends]

Mondays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

Almond Branch Fellowship at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) (Stephen & Friends)

Tuesdays / Haggai Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. (Interactive) [Stephen & Friends]

Wednesdays / Africa Discipleship at 7:00 a.m. [Stephen & Moses]

1st & 3rd Wednesday / Sons of God Fellowship (Young men training) at 6:30 p.m. [Stephen & Friends]
2nd & 4th Wednesday / Lydian’s Fellowship (Ladies) at 6:30 p.m. [Esther/Gayle/Laura & Friends]


http://www.tlgministriesgc.org/
http://www.haggai114.net/

Thursdays / Mt. Carmel Fellowship (Interactive) at 6:30 p.m. [Scott & Friends]
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